
Statement of Purpose Outline Template
for Graduate Admissions
I. Introduction

Brief background and academic area(s) of interest
Summary of motivation for graduate study
Statement of long-term academic or career goals

II. Academic Background
Relevant undergraduate or previous graduate education
Key courses, projects, or research experiences
Skills or knowledge acquired

III. Research and Professional Experience
Previous research or work experience related to the field
Significant roles, responsibilities, and outcomes
Publications, presentations, or significant accomplishments

IV. Academic and Career Objectives
Specific research interests and questions you want to explore
Short-term and long-term professional goals
How the graduate program aligns with your objectives

V. Why This Program/Institution
Specific faculty members, research groups, or resources of interest
Unique features of the program or university
Reasons for choosing this institution over others

VI. Conclusion
Brief summary and reaffirmation of fit with program
Final remarks or call to action
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